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fonme&t of their perfbns, and the impoverifhing and ruin of them and their
families, for fuch fcnall funas as were recoverable .by thofe adte; and therefore
praying, that the houfe would be pleafed to afford them fuch relief as to
them Ihould feem meet */'

Though the minifter arid the majority of the houfe were difpofed to
favour the petition, and a bill was framed accordingly, yet the great in-
tereft of the eftablifhed clergy, rendered it a matter of much difficulty.
Counter-petitions poured in from all quarters, fetting forth, " That fuch
a law would be extremely prejudicial to thenafelves and brethren, excluding
them from the benefit of the laws then in being, for the recovery of tythes
and other dues, and thereby putting the clergy of the eftablifhed church,
upon a worfe foot than the reft. of. his majefly's fubjeds; and praying to be
heard by council againft the bill'f.'1

Notwithftanding all obftacles, the difpofition of the houfe was very
ftrong in favour of the quakers. Their petition was not confidered
a party affair; and the proceedings againft many of them, had fuch
an air of perfecution,,: as procured them many friends amongft all
parties. The bill underwent great alterations in the committee. The
main intention of it was, to make the determination of two juftices of
the peace final, as to all payments of. tythes and church dues, when thq
quaker, who was to pay them, did not litigate the fame, which the juftices
were to certify under their hands and feals, without fee or reward. Bu-t in
cafe the quaker fhould litigate the payment, then either party* who* fiioukl
diflent from the adjudication of the juftices, might have recourfe to the
courts in Weftminfter hall. The payment of all church and chapel rates*
if refufed by quakers, were, -upon the complaint of the churchwardens, to be
levied by diftrefs, by order of two juftiees, upon their goods, in the fame
manner as the poor rates are levied, and no quaker was to be fued or profe-
cuted for not paying'any church or chapel rates, in any other manner*

Such was the main purport of this famous bill (though clogged with a
great number of other claufes); when after long debates, and feveral; dmfions3.
It palled the houfe of commons, by a majority of 164 againil 48 |v

In die upper houfe it was fuccefsfully oppofed by the intereft of the church
and the law j a considerable number of courtiers were alfo non-contents.. The.
two great lawyers, lord chancellor Talbot and lord Hardwicke, made & ftrong
Impreffion by obfervations on the incorreftnefs, and imperfedions of the bill,.
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